
California 
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Practices Commission 

Ea wi , Cit.y Manager 
City of Gustine 
P. O. Box 306 
Gu tine, CA gS322 

Ma 1,1987 

Re: Your Hequest for Advice 
Our rile No. A-87-0 a 

Dear Mr. Wil on: 

Thi is in r(>spon::~ t.o your requC'st for advi w h 
regard to the conflict of interest dis losure provisions of 
the political Reform Act.] 

Wh n a city conL a t with a aw firm to prov d s rvices 
as city attorney, is firm required t file a statement of 
economic interests, or is the individual actorney required Lo 
file Lh Latement? 

CONCLUSION 

1'h j n ci i v i d u a 1 t to nw y who P 0 v d s e r vic e to 
city mus file the stat n of e onom interests. 
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In ection 81002, the Act states as one of its purposes 
Lhat: 

As tS and income of public of£i i 1 whieh may 
be mat rially aff ted by the r ffieial act on 
should be dis 10 d and in appropriat circumst nce 
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Earl Wilson, City Manager 
City of C;ustjn(~ 

P.O. Box ,0 () 
,~~ u s tin (', C [\ g ') :3 2 2 

R(::,: Yuur Heguest fOl Advice 
Our Pile No. A-87-070 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

This is in response to your n'qucst for advice w] th 
lE.'e]drd to the conflict of interest d_isc]osure provisions of 
l h (. r 0 1 i tic a 1 fk for mAc t . ] / 

When a city contracts with a law firm tu provide services 
as city attorney, is the finn rcguir(~d to file a statement of 
economic interests, or js th~~ individual attorney rcqujn'd to 
file the statement? 

CUNCLU~~ION 

The individual at torney whu provides SCI vices t () the:, 
city must fil<" the statem(:;nt of economic intc'lcsU;. 

that: 

ANALYSIS 

In Section 81002, the Act states as one of its purposes 

Assets and income of public officials ';Jl1icl1 may 
bc~ materially affected by the'ir official actions 
should be disclosed and in appropriate circumstances 

1/ Governmpnt Code Snrtions 81000-91015. 1\ 1 1 f; tat u tor y 
references are to the COV('rnrni"n! Code unl('s~ ()therwise indicatec1. 
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Earl Wi1:; 1 

tvla h 3] I 987 ., 
L 

leial hould be di from acting 111 

may be avoided. hat conflicts of 

Sec:t 81002 (c) • 

The 11,ct defines "pubJi offi iall! as "every member, 
officer, employee or consultant of a tate or local government 
agency" ( tion 8204B), and spe ifi s th public ofLicials, 
including 1 attorneys, who are required to til tat.ement 
of (:collom] intere ts (Form 721). (Se Lions B7200-87208.) 

Based on th for going, it lC 1 ar that th conflict of 
interest d sclosure provisions of the Act apply to individuals 
who are employed by 01 provide services to state and local govern­
ment agenci s, and not to busin ss entities which contract to 
provide s rvices to such agencies. Ther fore, when a law firm 
is hired t provide servi es as city attorn y, th indiv dual 
attorney who provides th s rvice must fj e periodic tatements 
of econ mi int rests (Form 72!) pursuant to S ction 87200. 

If you have addit onal questions, pI ase do n t hesitate 
to conta t me a (916) 322 66. 

Sine r0 y, 

Dian M. Grif iths 
Genera Coun eJ 

By Carla Wardlow 
Politi a1 Reform Consultant 

Earl Wilso~, City Manaq~r 
March 31, 1987 
Page 2 

Ill(' f fie i a 1 s s h () U 1 d b (, cl i s q d 1 1 f .L e d fro m 0 c Lin g 1 n 
() r d (' t 11 a t c () n f 1 i c t S r) fin t C:' " S I rn a y b e a va i d l" d . 

Se'~·: uri 81002 (c). 

The Act defines "public official" as "every mc:,mber, 
officer, emrloyee 01 consultant of a state or local government 
agency" (:-::ectjon 82048), and specifj s the public o[ficjal~), 
includinq (-ily attorneys, who are required 10 file' statement.s 
of economi interests (form 721). (SC:'ctions 87200-87208.) 

Basc-d on the foregoing, it is clear that the conflict of 
inU~rlj:;i disclosure provisiOlIS of the Act apply to individuals 
who are employed by 01 provide services to state and local govern­
ment agoncil2s, and not to business entitie2' which contract La 
provide services to such agencies. Therefore, when a law firm 
is hired to provide sC'rviccs as city attorney, tile jndividual 
attorney v;!v) provides theC) servjces must [j Ie periodic statC'ments 
r.) fee 0 nom i c i n t C' res t [~ ( 17 0 r m 7 2 1) pur sua n L LoS Cc c t i un 8"7 2 0 0 . 

If you have additional questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at (916) 322-5662. 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Gr]ffiths 
General Counsel 

By Carla Wardlow 
Political Reform Consultant 

Earl Wi1so~, City Manaq~r 
March 31,1987 
Page 2 

III t' f fie i a 1 s s h () U 1 d b (. cl i q d 1 1 f .L e d fro rn 0 c Lin q J. n 
() rck 1 t hat c () n f 1 i c t s u fin t C:' " S I rn a y b e a va i d l" d . 

Se'~·: uri 81002 (c). 

The Act defines "public official" as "every Il1comber, 
officer, emr10yee 01 consultant of a state or local government 
agency" (:-:ectjon 82048), and specifj s the public o[ficjal~), 
includinq (-ity attorneys, who are required 10 file' statement.s 
of economiinterests (form 721). (SC:'ctions 87200-87208.) 

Basc-d on the foregoing, it is clear that the conflict of 
inU~re:;i' disclosure provisions of the Act apply to individuals 
who are employed by or provide services to state and local govern­
ment agencir2s, and not to business entitie2' which conl.ract La 
provide services to such agencies. Therefore, when a law firm 
is hired to provide services as city attorney, Lhe individual 
attorney v;!v) provides theC) servjces must fj Ie periodic siatC:'ments 
r.) fee 0 nom i ci n t ere s t [~ ( Form 7 2 1) pur sua n l. LoS Cc c t i un 8"7 2 0 0 • 

If you have additional questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at (916) 322-5662. 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Gr]ffiths 
General Counsel 

By Carla Wardlow 
Political Reform Consultant 

Earl Wi 1 so,'" Ci ty fvlanaq('y 
Morell 31, 2987 
Page 2 

L 11 t f fie i a 1 s s h () U 1 d b (. dis y d 1 I f .L edt r 0 rn 0 c Lin g J n 
() r d (1 t 11 a t c () n f 1 i c t s () f 1 n t C:' ,'" S I rn a y he a va i d l" d . 

SC(~·: j~jfi 81002 (c). 

The Act defines "public official" as "every Il1comber, 
officer, emrloyec 01 consultant of a state or local government 
agency" (:"cctjon 82048), and specifjr.'s the public o[ficjal~), 
includinq ('ity attorneys, who are required 10 file' statements 
of economiinterests (form 721). (Sections 87200-87208.) 

Basc'd on the fon'egoing, it is clear that the conflict of 
inU~rl--':;i' disclosure provisions of the Act dPply to individuals 
who are employed by or provide services to state and local govern­
ment agencies, and not to business cntitic2' which conl.ract Lo 
provide services to such agencies. Therefore, when a law firm 
is hired to provide servic<:.'s as city attorney, Lhe jndividucl1 
attorney v;!v) providcs the" servjces must fj Ie periodic siatC:'ments 
'-, fee 0 nom i ci n t e r c s u-; ( Form 7 2 1 ) pur sua n l. L () S I."=, C t i un 8"7 2 0 0 . 

If you have additional questions, pleds~ do not hesitate 
to contact me at (916) 322-5662. 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Gr]ffjths 
Gen(C'rai Counsel 

By Carla Wardlow 
Political Reform Consultant 



Earl Wilson 
:.lk~ ;& (lIfmt. 
Clf Jllanarer - C1f Clerk 

Cily () ,-Yustlne 
682,7X,rJ 

?O ~lJ():r 306 

gua/,'ne, C~/'Iorn/a 9,1f322 

L \u 02 'B1 

?llOru: 
(209) 854--6'471 

February 27, 1987 

Technical Assistance and 
Analysis Division 

Fair Political Practices Commission 
P.o. Box 807 
Sacramento, Ca. 95804-0807 

This is in regard to the amendment to the Political Reform Act 
(1985 Stats. Chapter 611) which requires City Attorneys to file a 
Form 721. If the City Attorney services are contracted rather 
than being performed by an employee, is the contract individual 
or firm required to make a filing? 

Your response as soon as possible is appreciated. If you need 
any further details regarding our City Attorney services to answer 
this request, please contact me. 

Earl Wilson 
City Manager 

Earl Wilson 

~*?i JH..' ~ 
Cily Jflanarer - Clly Cieri: 

COif oj g(J)Jsl£ne 

682 ,7!,irJ ,~71lJellue 

:J>. 0. ~~()X 306 

gUllline, Ca!,!orlllG 95322 
P/'one 

(209) 854-6471 
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P.o. Box 807 
Sacramento, Ca. 95804-0807 

This is in regard to the amendment to the Political Reform Act 
(1985 Stats. Chapter 611) which requires City Attorneys to file a 
Form 721. If the City Attorney services are contracted rather 
than being performed by an employee, is the contract individual 
or firm required to make a filing? 

Your response as soon as possible is appreciated. If you need 
any further details regarding our City Attorney services to answer 
this request, please contact me. 

Earl Wilson 
City Manager 

Earl Wilson 

~*?i JH..' ~ 
Cily Jflanarer - Clly Cieri: 

CO/rJ of g(J)Jsl£ne 

682 ,7!,ird ,~7IlJellue 

:J>. 0. ~~()X 306 

gUllline, Ca!,jorlllo 95322 
P/'one 

(209) 854-6471 

February 27, 1987 

Technical Assistance and 
Analysis Division 

Fair Political Practices Commission 
P.o. Box 807 
Sacramento, Ca. 95804-0807 

This is in regard to the amendment to the Political Reform Act 
(1985 Stats. Chapter 611) which requires City Attorneys to file a 
Form 721. If the city Attorney services are contracted rather 
than being performed by an employee, is the contract individual 
or firm required to make a filing? 

Your response as soon as possible is appreciated. If you need 
any further details regarding our City Attorney services to answer 
this request, please contact me. 

Earl Wilson 
City Manager 

Earl Wilson 

~*?i JH..' ~ 
Cily Jflanarer - Clly Cieri: 

CO/rJ of g(J)Jsl£ne 

682 ,7!,/rJ ,~7IlJenue 

:J>. 0. ~~()X 306 

gUllline, Ca!,jornta 95322 
P/'one 

(209) 854-647/ 

February 27, 1987 

Technical Assistance and 
Analysis Division 

Fair Political Practices Commission 
P.o. Box 807 
Sacramento, Ca. 95804-0807 

This is in regard to the amendment to the Political Reform Act 
(1985 Stats. Chapter 611) which requires City Attorneys to file a 
Form 721. If the city Attorney services are contracted rather 
than being performed by an employee, is the contract individual 
or firm required to make a filing? 

Your response as soon as possible is appreciated. If you need 
any further details regarding our City Attorney services to answer 
this request, please contact me. 

Earl Wilson 
City Manager 



California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Earl Wilson 
City Manager 
City of Gustine 

March 3, 1987 

P.o. Box 306~" 
Irvine, CA 95322 

Re: 87-070 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform 
Act was received on March 2, 1987 by the Fair Political 
Practices Commission. If you have any questions about your 
advice request, you may contact me directly at (916) 322-5662. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, 
or more information is needed, you should expect a response 
within 21 working days. You also should be aware that your 
letter and our response are public records which may be 
disclosed to the public upon receipt of a proper request for 
disclosure. 

JP:plh 

Very truly yours, 

.0 ~a.!f'~. yJA~T~ctAc{ 
V 1-' {I"­
Jeanne Pri tchard--
Chief 
Technical Assistance and Analysis 

Division 
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Dear Mr. Wilson: 

March 3, 1987 

Re: 87-070 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform 
Act was received on March 2, 1987 by the Fair Political 
Practices Commission. If you have any questions about your 
advice request, you may contact me directly at (916) 322-5662. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, 
or more information is needed, you should expect a response 
within 21 working days. You also should be aware that your 
letter and our response are public records which may be 
disclosed to the public upon receipt of a proper request for 
disclosure. 

JP:plh 

Very truly yours, 

o i a/l'~. Y}MTCACU\. c/ 
C .'/1"-
Jeanne Pritchard t--
Chief 
Technical Assistance and Analysis 

Division 
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